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NEWS 
 

September is Library Card Sign-up Month 
September is Library Card Sign-up Month! It's quick and easy to get a card. 
Just bring identification with your current address to the library. It only takes a 
few minutes. Help us spread the word - tell your friends and family. 

 
Labor Day Book Sale Canceled 

The Labor Day Book Sale has been canceled because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. But a lot of good used books are available in the Corner Bookshop in 
the Library. (See below) 
 

Successful Reopening of Arnold Library! 
The Arnold Branch Library re-opening at the end of July was a great success – 
dozens of book lovers came in on opening day.   
 
“On the first day a family of three came in. One little girl – probably 9 – 
actually jumped for joy, she was so excited,” says Arnold Branch Attendant 
Fran Devlin. “The family checked out 15 books. Warms this old librarian’s 
heart!” 
 
“By far the most common comments are “We’re sooooo happy you’re open 
again” and “we have missed you”, Fran says.  
 
As Arnold Friends of the Library board member Marsha Hampton said: “I 
think the success shows the confidence Arnold citizens have in Fran and her 
staff. They worked for months to prepare the space so they can continue to 
serve citizens and best provide for the health and safety of patrons, staff and 
volunteers.”   
 
Masks and social distancing are required now and hand sanitizer abounds, 
with only five patrons at a time allowed to make sure the Library remains a safe 
place to go during the pandemic. “There have been no complaints or pushback 
on anything,” says Fran. “And our new self-service book check-out has worked 
surprisingly well.” 
 
The Library is open from Wednesday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. The Library asks you limit your visit to 20 minutes.  
 
Curbside pick up is also still available. Find your books on our online catalog 
and place a hold. You will need your library card number and PIN – or call the 
library at 209-795-1009, and they will be happy to place a hold for you; they 
will notify you via email (or phone if you do not have email) when your hold is 
ready for pick up. Please wear your mask and observe social distancing when 
picking up items on hold.  
  

 



CORNER BOOKSHOP 
 

 
The current pandemic has caused The Friends of the Arnold Library to cancel 
its Labor Day book sale. As a result of this and the cancellation of the Memorial 
Day sale we have a great supply of used books for sale in our Corner Book 
Shop. 
  
Loren Hilden, our donation coordinator, has chosen some books to highlight 
this month. They will be available for sale and displayed on the table in the 
corner bookshop. Small paperbacks are 50 cents each or 3 for $1.00, hardcover 
and trade paperbacks are $1.00 each. Cookbooks and Coffee Table books are 
$1.00. Correct change required. All proceeds benefit the Arnold Branch 
Library. 
 
Loren's book picks for September: 
 
PEARLS OF WISDOM by First Lady Barbara Bush 
THE PUNISHMENT SHE DESERVES by Elizabeth George 
ON CALL IN THE ARCTIC  by Thomas J. Sims 
FOOL ME ONCE by Harlan Coben 
KILLERS by Howie Carr 
GAME OF SNIPERS by Stephen Hunter 
THE WORD IS MURDER by Anthony Horowitz 
THE SIBERIAN DILEMMA by Martin Cruz Smith 
GLASS HOUSE by Louise Penny 
DEAR HAITI, LOVE ALAINE by Maika Moulite and Maritza Moulite 
MURDER WEARS MITTENS by Sally Goldenbaum 
 
We are accepting limited donations at this time. 
 
Bring donations to the library during open hours: Wed-Th-Fri-Sat 11a.m. to 
3p.m. Let us know you are here and bring the donations to the back of the 
building. Since we have not been able to have book sales in 2020, we are 
running low on storage space so are accepting a limited number of donations, 
one bag or box per visit. Please do not bring multiple boxes of donations. 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



DID YOU KNOW? 
 

 
 

LINK+ 
 

 
LINK+ is back! When you can’t find a book or other material in the Calaveras 
County Library system, use LINK+ to request it from participating libraries all 
across California and Nevada. LINK+ was on a brief hiatus to alter procedures 
due to COVID-19. But we are happy to report that most participating libraries 
are back online with LINK+ services.  
 
 
Here’s how to access: 
 
 
1.    https://library.calaverasgov.us 
2.    Scroll down the page to “Items of Interest” and click on “Catalog+” 
3.    Select “Link+” from the top of the page 
4.    Enter the name of the material, book or author you would like to obtain 
5.    When the results are returned click on “Request It” 
6.    Follow the instructions from there. You will need to provide your name, 
library card # (on the back of your card) and PIN # (if you need a reminder, 
call the library) 
7.    Request the material to be delivered to the Arnold Library or nearest 
Calaveras County branch library of your choice 
8.    You will be notified by email when your material arrives at your nearest 
Calaveras County branch library 
9.    ENJOY !  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  



WHAT I'M READING 
 

THE SPLENDID AND THE VILE: 
A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance 
During the Blitz 
 
 By Eric Larson 
 
“We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on 
the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields 
and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills, we 
shall never surrender---" 
 
An artist, writer, and politician spoke these 
memorable words as France fell to the Germans. 
“The Splendid and the Vile”, by Erik Larson, 
chronicles the year of the Blitz under the 
leadership of Winston Churchill, one of the truly 
heroic figures of modern history. Larson skillfully 
weaves together the Dunkirk escape, the French 
capitulation and the events of the period with the 
fascinating personal behavior of Churchill, who 

was seldom seen without his cigar and a whiskey, and the story of his family and 
associates. 
 
“Never in the field of human conflict has so much been owed by so many to so few." 
 
The Battle of Britain begins with Royal Air Force victories over flights of German 
bombers which had not yet sought out London. Larson’s recounting of the start of the 
blitz vibrates with the tension of events to come. 
 
Churchill’s selection of Lord Beaverbrook to revitalize the aircraft industry was a 
brilliant early move. Beaverbrook drove the industry to basically double aircraft 
production, supplying the RAF with the means to defend London during the Blitz. 
 
Arriving at Chequers, the rural estate which served as an occasional escape from 
London for members of the government, the scene can only be described as chaotic. 
Accompanied by a collection of key staff members and secretaries, Churchill was 
tireless, even dictating memos from his twice daily bath. 
 
Larson describes in vivid detail the raid on Coventry – a direct hit on an air raid 
shelter, the destruction of the Coventry Cathedral, the death of 568 civilians, some so 
damaged they could only be identified by their possessions. To read his account is to 
experience the horror of event. 
 
When the blitz ended May 11, 19941 44,652 had been killed, with a further 52,370 
injured. 
 
So the artist (550 recognized paintings), writer (later producing a Nobel Prize winning 
6 Volume history: “The Second World War”), and politician (Prime minister 1940-
1945, 1951-1955) led his country through its “darkest days”. 
 
Herb Pike, Board Member, Friends of the Arnold Library 

 

 

 

 

 



THE NIGHT WATCHMAN  
 
By Louise Erdrich 
 
I have a confession to make: I am a BIG fan of 
Louise Erdrich. From the moment I read "The 
Master Butcher's Singing Club", I was 
hooked. Her beautifully written, deeply humane 
books tell the story of cultures that have shaped 
our world. Her entire career has been spent 
writing one powerful book after another against 
racism and America's ignorance. 
 
"The Night Watchman" is more than a nuanced 
story of class struggles. It is based on the factual 
account of the U.S. government's 1953 attempt to 

repeal any treaty, thereby terminating any Native American's rights and 
leaving them destitute. Erdrich's grandfather was the chairman of the Turtle 
Mountain Band of Chippewa Advisory Council, rallying his troops to fight the 
United States government. 
 
 "The Night Watchman" weaves the fight for his people into an thoroughly 
engrossing story of some of the individuals who lived on the reservation in 
North Dakota. Think Grapes of Wrath but on a North Dakota reservation. 
 
You'll become a part of this community at Erdrich's masterful hand. You 
effortlessly enter each character's world; tasting their foods, feeling their fear 
and their joy, their cold and their pain, experiencing their mystical world in its 
entirety. And when you finish the book, you'll feel sad…not because the story is 
sad but because you are still craving more from the characters you have grown 
to love and respect. 
 
Louise Erdrich is a National Book Award winner…and rightly so. She raises our 
awareness in a nonjudgmental yet compelling way and keeps our 
attention with humor, mysticism, high drama through deeply relatable 
characters. And her writing will make you swoon. 
 
Debbie Kushner, Volunteer, Arnold Library  

 
 

 

 

 



NEW TO THE BOOKSHELF 
 

There are many books that are new to the Arnold Library shelves this 
month. Here are a few highlights: 
 
Fiction 
  
LABYRINTH by Catherine Coulter 
Book #23 of the popular FBI thriller series. 
  
WUNDERLAND by Jennifer Cody Epstein 
Story of a daughter searching for the truth about her mother’s secret past, tangled up 
in old secrets and terrible lies. 
  
KNIFE by Jo Nesbo 
Police officer Harry Hole is back and in the throes of a new, unanticipated rage - once 
again hunting the murderer who has haunted his entire career. 
  
SHAMED by Linda Castillo 
In this gripping thriller, a devastating murder exposes an Amish family’s tortured 
past. 
  
SORRY FOR YOUR TROUBLE by Richard Ford (Pulitzer Prize Winner) 
A collection of stories that showcases Ford’s brilliance, sensitivity, and trademark wit 
and candor. A stunning meditation on memory, love and loss. 
  
Non-Fiction 
  
BLOWOUT: Corrupted Democracy, Rogue State Russia, and the Richest, 
Most Destructive Industry on Earth by Rachel Maddow 
An expose on the oil and gas industry vs democracy. 
  
MAYBE YOU SHOULD TALK WITH SOMEONE by Lori Gottlieb 
"An irresistibly addictive tour of the human condition." (Kirkus, starred review) 
 
THE HONEY BUS, A Memoir of Loss Courage and a Girl Saved by Bees by 
Meredith May 
An extraordinary story of a girl, her grandfather, and one of nature’s most mysterious 
and beguiling creatures: the honeybee. This book was also a recent selection of the 
Books on Main non-fiction book club in Murphys. 
  
  
For the Kids… 
  
A new Duck and Goose Book, an “I Can Read” Amelia Bedelia book and “You Are my 
Happy” for the littler ones.  And who wouldn’t want to read that about now! 
 
 
 
  

 



WORTH REPEATING 
 

StoryTime: This enchanting program for preschoolers continues. Access it 
from Brittany's Facebook page: Brittany's FB Page 
or directly at: storytimewithbrittany.com 
Password: storytime 
 
Zip Books: If the library does not yet have a copy of an interesting new book 
you can get a free one delivered to you at no cost. More information at: 
https://forms.calaverasgov.us/Library#gsc.tab=0   
 
Past Newsletters: may be found at: 
https://library.calaverasgov.us/Information/Newsletters#gsc.tab=0 

 

THE LAST WORD 
 

Canceling the September book sale was a difficult decision for the FOTAL 
Board. We look forward to meeting with you, recommending and locating 
books as well as talking books with those who love the them like we do. We will 
miss our time with you very much. Most important though, is that we adhere to 
the COVID guidance by limiting these kinds of activities. Unfortunately, our 
book sales are also one of our largest revenue builders during the year. Please 
keep the Library in mind as you plan your giving dollars during the year. We 
want to continue to be able to offer all of the wonderful things you have come 
to expect from your community library. 
 
This newsletter is from the Friends of the Calaveras County Library, Arnold 
Chapter, aka Friends of the Arnold Library, which is a volunteer group 
providing support to the Arnold Branch Library through bi-annual giant 
book sales, children’s programming, fundraisers and community outreach.  

 
If you did not get this newsletter by email, but wish to, please send “newsletter 

request” to: ArnoldFOTL@yahoo.com  
  

To be removed from this mailing list,  
click on “Unsubscribe” below. 

  
 Friends of the Arnold Library 

P.O. Box 788 
  1065 Blagen Road 
    Arnold, Ca 95223 

     209-795-1009  
   

 

  

  

 


