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NEWS 

 

 
THE ARNOLD BRANCH LIBRARY RE-OPENS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29TH 
with reduced hours until further notice: 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 11am – 3pm 
 

 
 
  

 

In addition, curbside pickup will continue to be available during that time. Use our online 
catalog to search for items and place a hold (you will need your library card number and PIN) 
or call us (209-795-1009) and we will be happy to place a hold for you. You will be notified via 
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email (or phone if no email available) when your hold is ready to pick up. Please make sure 
your contact information is up to date in your library account.  Please wear your mask and 
observe social distancing when picking up items on hold.  

 

AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT: Isabel Allende 
 

 

 

Looking for a new author? Recognize her name and want to discover her books? This author 
spotlight is about one of my favorite authors, Chilean writer Isabel Allende. Ms. Allende has 
won many prestigious awards including the 2010 National Prize for Literature and the 2014 
Presidential Medal of Freedom award. 
 
Ms. Allende was born in Peru of Chilean parents. Many of her books take place in Chile or 
feature scenes there. My favorite book of hers is titled Daughter of Fortune. She wrote this 
book in 1998.  The central character is a young woman who leaves Chile to come to California 
during the Gold rush of 1848-49. The book is rich with scenes of early San Francisco and exotic 
characters. It is obvious from the detail regarding how goods were purchased in Chile and 
shipped to San Francisco, that the author did extensive research. At one time most fresh 
produce sold to the miners and residents of early San Francisco came from Chile. One can 
almost smell the wares of the vendors selling foods on the bustling waterfront. 
 
I really appreciate the variety in Isabel Allende’s works. The Japanese Lover, Zorro, 
and Ripper are all wonderfully written, and very different. Ripper centers on a brilliant teenage 
girl who is involved in solving a mystery regarding a serial killer. Both The Japanese 
Lover and Ripper are set in San Francisco. If you are a former or current Bay Area resident it’s 
fun to recognize scenes in the book. Zorro, based on the legend of the same name is charming 
and a very enjoyable read. Ines of My Soul is a work of historical fiction that chronicles the 
amazing life of Ines Suarez, who was a Spanish Conquistadora who participated in the 
conquest of Chile. Her most recent book, A Long Petal of the Sea was just published this 
year. This epic book spans decades and traces two young people as they flee from the ravages of 
the Spanish Civil War.  
 
Praise for Isabel Allende’s work is countless. One reviewer called her “the most graceful and yet 
haunting writers alive”.  I absolutely agree. I am deeply touched by something with every one of 
her creative and masterful writings. I hope you will search our library’s catalog and try 
something by her. 
 
Pamela Cameron, Friends of the Arnold Library Board 
 
 
 
 



 4 

 
 
 
  

 

EBOOK SOURCE: Libby 
 

 
Whether the physical library is open or closed, there 
are many ways to read and listen to books. In 
addition to the library’s curbside service and Zip 
books, we also are able to obtain e-books and 
audiobooks on-line through Libby, the library 
app! Sponsored by local libraries, all you need is a 
library card and on-line reader (phone, tablet, e-
reader or Bluetooth device) to get started. 
 
Follow these instructions and you’ll be ready to 
access thousands of books from the Northern 
California Digital Library. Your downloaded books 
will be available across all of your devices. And if you 
happen to be lucky enough to have a library card 
from another area, you will have access to that area’s 

library catalog as well. Here’s all you do: 
 
1.    Go to the App Store, I Tunes, or wherever you download your favorite apps. 
2.    Search for Libby, by Overdrive (Library e-books and audiobooks). 
3.    Download the free app 
4.    To access the library or check out an e-book for your electronic or audible device you will 
be required to enter your library card number, found on the back of your card. 
5.    Search for a specific book or explore the digital shelves for the newest selections, the latest 
mystery, a favorite author, non-fiction selection or classic novel. 
6.    After that, you’re good to go. Most books are available right away although some of the 
newer selections may require being put on “hold”. You are alerted when your “hold” is 
available.  You have three weeks to read or listen to your book and then and then it reverts back 
to the digital shelf. 
 
To learn more about Libby and view a quick tutorial, go to: 
 
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/ 
 
Personally, I love to browse the shelves at my brick and mortar library, but during our favorite 
library’s closure, Libby is a great way to go. Enjoy! 
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WHAT I'M READING 
 

The Library Book 
By Susan Orlean 
When I read that Susan Orlean’s book, “The Library Book”, had been named a best 
book of the year by the likes of The New York Times, The Washington Post, the 
Smithsonian Magazine, and The Dallas Morning News, just to name a few, I thought, 
“how can one book live up to the best book of the year?” Then I read it and 
understood. 
The reviews for this book use words like “mesmerizing”, “riveting”, and my favorite “a 
book lover’s dream”. The book centers on the 1986 disastrous fire in the Los Angeles 

Public Library and the mystery that surrounded it. However, the story of the book is so much more than 
that. That is what makes the book so wonderful. The book is more a tribute to libraries, their history, and 
the people who run them and how libraries serve a community. 
 
What makes this book remarkable is that it is a story within a story within a story. The reader is really 
taken on a journey that is incredibly well researched and beautifully written. The book weaves through 
the story of the fire, while it also shows readers how libraries began and their place in history. Susan 
Orlean paints the pictures of the very entertaining characters who influenced libraries in the past, as well 
as introducing us to the often quirky and interesting people who work at the LA library now. 
 
Some of the fascinating people you “meet” in this book range from Charles Lummis, who in 1855, when 
offered the job at the LA Times, walked from his home in Ohio to California. After numerous 
escapades, he took over the running of the LA Library in 1905. 
 
The reader is also introduced to many women who had to fight to become librarians and to be paid their 
worth. The fact that for many years men ran libraries without any formal training or attending “library 
school” was a real eye opener for me. 
 
If a book can be compared to a tapestry, then that is what I think this book is. If a book can be a love story 
to an institution, then I think that is also what this book is. I read it and I loved it and I think you will too! 
 
Pamela Cameron Friends of the Arnold Library Board Member 

 
 

 

 

 

The Deficit Myth 
by Stephanie Kelton 
Worried about how to pay off the national debt? About its long term effect on future 
generations? Well don’t be, writes Stephanie Kelton in “ the Deficit Myth: Modern 
Monetary Theory and the Birth of the People’s Economy” an innovative look at our 
national economy. It’s an unusual economics book with no equations, graphs or 
charts. 
According to Kelton, Modern Monetary Theory (MMT) presents a different view of 
the national economy. Instead of viewing the economy similarly to one’s household 
budget, in which debts must eventually be paid off and the budget balanced, the 
nation has no such requirement. As a sovereign issuer of its currency, the nation can 

create as much money as it needs to accomplish its goals. The government should use a monetary policy 
which optimizes use of natural resources through full employment. Resulting inflationary pressure should 
be the limiting factor, rather than any abstract idea about “balancing the budget”. 
 
The Deficit Myth is written in plain English, showing Kelton’s experience as a college professor. She 
describes the application of MMT in various chapters - Inflation, The National Debt, Trade and 
Entitlements. Issues of Health Care, Education and Climate Change are considered as “deficits that 
matter”. The book concludes with a proposal for “Building an Economy for the People”. 
The Deficit Myth provides an excellent background understanding of the thinking of Alexandria Ocasio-
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Cortez, Bernie Sanders and others represented as MMT. Not at all wonkish, it is a fascinating read for 
anyone interested in understanding current financial issues  
With the today's state of affairs, books have not held me. Who knew that I would find an economics book 
so hard to put down? The Deficit Myth made the New York Times nonfiction list within days of its June 9 
release. Deservedly so. 
 
Herb Pike, Friends of the Arnold Library Board Member  

 

NEW TO THE BOOKSHELF 
 

 

Tailspin: The People and Forces Behind America's Fifty-Year Fall – and 
Those Fighting to Reverse It, 
 
by Stephen Brill 
 
Brill is a lawyer, journalist, and entrepreneur who founded the monthly magazine “The 
American Lawyer” and cable channel Court TV. His previous book, “America's Bitter 
Pill: Money, Politics, Backroom Deals, and the Fight to Fix Our Broken Healthcare 
System”, attained the New York Times Bestseller List. 

 
Receiving 4.5 of 5 stars from Amazon, Brill's latest book details America's decline across a broad range of 
areas, including government, finance, education, infrastructure, and public health, and introduces us to 
those who are working to repair the damage. Tailspin was included on The New York Times Best Seller 
list six days after its release.  Covering the years 1967 to 2017, “Tailspin” is a work of riveting journalism—
and a welcome antidote to political despair. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Perfectly Clear: Escaping Scientology and Fighting for the Woman I Love,  
 
by Michelle LeClair 
 
Earning 3.5 of 4 stars from Goodreads, this memoir offers an insider's perspective on 
Scientology's pervasive influence, secret rituals, and ruthless practices for keeping 
members in line. It's a story of self-acceptance, of finding the strength and courage to 
stand up for your emotional freedom, and of love prevailing.  
 
According to Goodreads, this is a revelatory memoir by the former "poster girl for 

Scientology" about LeClair’s defection from the Church, her newly accepted sexual identity, and the 
lengths to which Scientology went to silence it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing, The Final Watch (The Last Brigade, Book 1) 
 
by William Alan Webb 
 
Webb is a prolific author in the Fantasy genre. Amazon’s author page describes him as “the 
world’s oldest teenager. Reading, writing and rock and roll make for an awesome life. The 
occasional beach doesn’t hurt, either.” 
 
Earning 4 of 5 starts from Amazon, in “Standing”, Lt. General Nick Angriff has spent his 

adult life protecting family and country from a world of terrorism spinning out of control. On the 
battlefield, off the grid, in clandestine special task forces and outright black ops, Angriff never wavers 
from duty. But when a terror attack on Lake Tahoe kills his family, he’s left with only the corrosive acid of 
revenge… that is, until a hated superior officer reveals the deepest of all secret operations. Against the day 
of national collapse, a heavily-armed military unit rests in cryogenic storage, to be awakened when 
needed, and Angriff is named its commander. 
 
Fifty years later he wakes to find the USA destroyed and predatory warlords roaming the ruins. Stalked by 
assassins bent on seizing his command for their own purposes, Angriff has to prepare for war while 
avoiding murder. Because the only wall still shielding survivors from slavery and death are the men and 
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women of The Last Brigade. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

WORTH REPEATING 
 

Story Time: This enchanting program for preschoolers continues. Access it from Brittany's 
Facebook page: Brittany's FB Page 
or directly at: storytimewithbrittany.com 
Password: storytime 
 
Zip Books: If the library does not yet have a copy of an interesting new book you can get a 
free one delivered to you at no cost. More information at 
: https://forms.calaverasgov.us/Library#gsc.tab=0  
 
Past Newsletters: may be found 
at https://library.calaverasgov.us/Information/Newsletters#gsc.tab=0 

 

THE LAST WORD 
 

This newsletter is from the Friends of the Calaveras County Library, Arnold Chapter, aka 
Friends of the Arnold Library, which is a volunteer group providing support to the Arnold 
Branch Library through bi-annual giant book sales, children’s programming, fundraisers 
and community outreach. 

 
If you did not get this newsletter by email, but wish to, please send “newsletter request” 

to: ArnoldFOTL@yahoo.com 
  

To be removed from this mailing list, 
click on “Unsubscribe” below. 

  
 Friends of the Arnold Library 

P.O. Box 788 
  1065 Blagen Road 
    Arnold, Ca 95223 

     209-795-1009 
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